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Magdalena Duhagon and her experience at the Johns Hopkins Conservatory.

“Magdalena Duhagon, the young Uruguayan guitarist, who is studying at the prestigious Peabody Conservatory of Music of Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, is now in Montevideo.  Ms. Duhagon has received both the Peabody Merit and Fulbright Scholarships.  She will be returning to the US in the next few days to continue her Master’s studies in Guitar Performance and Pedagogy under Ray Chester.  

In her interview with SINFONICA Magdalena stated: ‘My studies at Peabody are a continuation of my work and growth that begun with my studies in Uruguay –at the University School of Music, with private guitar teachers and my violin studies with Ludmila Cavalaro.  My work at Peabody also represents a new phase in the musical and artistic millieu of the Conservatory, the way we do the work and the new endeavors of the Guitar School at Peabody.’ The Peabody Conservatory Guitar Faculty consists of three excellent professors, Manuel Barrueco, Ray Chester and Julian Gray.  Magdalena also added that Manuel Barrueco is one of the most respected guitarists of the last decades and that she had honor of having been selected to play in his Master Class. ‘Work at Peabody demands exceptionally rigorous work. One of the newest aspects of the method used at the Peabody Guitar School is a strict visualization work that encompasses the development of all the memory aspects contained in instrumental performance and musical interpretation. The objective of this technique is to consciously control all the mechanic actions and movements involved in playing in order to achieve the greatest relaxation and accuracy of movement.’

(continued)
A new aspect of Peabody methodology is the concentration on the work of the right hand. This work was a real ‘discovery’ for Magdalena.  She states that ‘(she) had never thought that it was possible for anyone or any institution to have and to teach such complete right hand control technique.   The right hand control technique taught at Peabody results in impressive accuracy, quality, and volume of tone production.  To appreciate the results of this technique you only need to listen to one of Barrueco’s recordings or live recitals or to listen to the Peabody students play...During the last year I have incorporated many of the specific details necessary to achieve the level of accuracy, quality and volume of sound taught at Peabody; there are so many that I wouldn’t have time to describe all of them.   Many of their techniques are different from the ones we use in Uruguay; for instance, the arch and angle of tilt of the right hand, the thumb action, the use of two different strokes – the rest stroke that originates at the knuckle joint and the free stroke that originates at the middle joint.  Another important technique is the so-called ‘follow through’ that addresses the relief of the tension of the fingers of the right hand after playing...

I had been looking for a solution to the problem of tone production and right hand action for a long time and I found many answers at Peabody; I could say I found even more than I thought possible.  In Uruguay, thanks to Abel Carlevaro’s work, we attach a lot more importance to the action of the left hand. Although Carlevaro’s work is highly respected in the US, they use different left-hand techniques.  I found that some techniques are good and others are not so good, but the experience of learning all of them has helped me open my mind to different ways of working and to discover a new and important methodology.

Good things are done everywhere and I believe that the best way of learning and of enriching our performance is to assimilate the best ideas found in different places and cultures... No one or no place has a monopoly in developing or discovering the best ideas.  I learned that concept early on; I studied with many teachers and I had a passion for listening and learning the best from all of them.  I have always incorporated the techniques that I found to work better instead of clinging to the teachings of only one person.’
