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Miroslav Klaus – Echo from the concert hall and review of CD
Concert of lady guitarist Magdalena Duhagon from Uruguay with the Czech Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra conducted by Pavel Prantel (violinist), June 9, 2004 in Ryriřsky Hall, Waldstein Palace at 8:00 PM in the Ambassador’s Concert Series.

At the beginning of May, I was invited to the exclusive milieu in the Senate of the Czech Republic in Prague, Ryriřsky Hall, Waldstein Palace.  Magdalena Duhagon, a young guitarist from Uruguay had accepted an invitation to perform a concert in the Ambassador’s Concert Series.
The concert, like all the free concerts of the Ambassador’s Concert Series, is sponsored by the School Charlotte Masaryk in Prague in conjunction with the agency of Michael Matzner and the Hotel Crown Plaza.  The sponsorship of the entire concert series also involves the embassies of many countries.
Magdalena Duhagon has won many guitar competitions, and has also studied in the USA.  She presented mostly well known Latin American composers (Barrios, Brouwer, Villa-Lobos, Piazzola, Carlevaro) as well as music by composers from her native land (listed).  At the end she presented a commentary about them.

She started the concert in a lively tempo with the Waltz #4 by Barrios with the famous tremolo Un sueño en la floresta.  It seems to me she should have picked a different place in the concert for this piece because she was a little bit nervous.  In the first part of the concert we heard a piece not played in this country very often, El decamerón negro, preludium by Brouwer.  The next composition was the lively Etude #7 of Villa-Lobos. Technically and musically she is very experienced as a performer on the recital stage.

In the second part of the concert it was a very good experience for the audience to be introduced to less known contemporary Latin American composers.  Some of the pieces that were especially effective were by Savio and should certainly be in the repertory of many other guitarists.

At the end of the concert she performed the Concerto in D major by Vivaldi, accompanied by the Czech Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra.  I found out later that in the rehearsal she played the concerto with music, but in the performance she took courage and played the piece by memory.  I was appreciative of the perfect performance of the orchestra conducted by Pavel Prantel.  It is a pity that the interpreter, Magdalena Duhagon was seduced by the microphone, which I think was unnecessary in the fine acoustics of the Ryriřsky Hall.
The concert of  Magdalena Duhagon was very significant in the Ambassador’s Concert Series, which is designed to help introduce young performers into the music world, and in this case was very successful.
