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MAGDALENA DUHAGON

By Guilherme de Alencar Pinto

This young guitarist studied under Abel Carlevaro and Eduardo Fernández among others and she is establishing a concert career in the United States, Europe, and the Middle East.  This is her first album with an eclectic repertoire.  Most of the music on the CD has a strong popular flavor (composed by Piazolla, Radames Gnatalli, and Quique Sinesi) but there is also the most classical of the composers for the guitar (the Catalan Fernando Sor) as well as some compositions by composers well established on the classical music world (the Uruguayan Isaias Savio and the American Robert Beaser) and transcriptions of famous melodies by Villa-Lobos, Bizet and Fabini. The CD showcases the different chamber groups with which Magdalena Duhagon regularly performs. Thus, the solo guitar tracks alternate with duets with flute (with Pablo Somma), with guitar duets (with excellent Paraguayan performer Berta Rojas) and with the Del Sur Guitar Quartet...

...Duhagon performs solo a sensitive version of the emotive Triste No.1 by Fabini (Eduardo Fernandez’s transcription is perfect). And the duo with Berta Rojas is particularly notable. The two women give the necessary rhythmic strength to the two Gnatalli’s pieces based on Brazilian popular rhythms and in the opposite stylistic side the infuse with an unusual life the Fantasy op. 54 by Sor, performed with grace, contrasts, elegance and confidence.

