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Magdalena Duhagon with her guitar

Uruguay has many virtuoso performers of different instruments for very concrete and explainable reasons. Without getting into them we can affirm that both pianists and guitarists formed by this country get very often renowned international careers. In the case of the piano we could mention Hugo Balzo and Homero Francesc from the past while in the present both Elida Giancarelli and Raquel Boldorini are good examples of what has been said before. In regards to the guitar, Agustin Carlevaro’s prestige and Eduardo Fernandez’s current glory synthesize the existence of a Uruguayan School for the instrument.

In consequence the young Magdalena Duhagon, who will give a concert tonight at El Galpón theatre, returns to her home country from the Unites States where she resides, dressed with the finery of an international career. She has performed in many main halls all over the world including in Paris, Berlin, Warsaw, Prague, Alexandria, Cairo and Beirut.

She has recorded as well a CD with other instrumentalists by the label Middle, which lets us enjoy her musicality in a broad display of authors ranging from the ones that belong to the instrument’s traditional side like Fernando Sor to others (like Gantalli, Savio or Piazzolla)  who foray from the popular shore into music that already belongs to the so called “cultured” music, a name that is inappropriate but nevertheless in use.

In this CD Duhagon displays an irreproachable technical ability but she also knows how to respect the spirit and style of Batucada by Savio as well as the Cantilena’s smooth melody from Bachiana N.5 by Villa-Lobos. On more than one interpretation on the aforesaid disc Duhagon is accompanied by flutist Pablo Somma, Berta Rojas on guitar and in a quartet formation with the aforementioned plus Nestor Ausqui and Marcelo Cornut, all playing the plucked string instrument.

The guitar’s richness can be measured on the splendid version of Bizet’s Carmen Suite, on its two numbers Habanera and Aragonesa.

Sor’s fantasy, on its hand, allows the duo Magdalena-Rojas a special brilliance. In summary, a recording that deserves to be listened to with an enjoyable attention. 
